
Advocacy vs Lobbying 
While it’s important to understand and uphold lobbying laws, these laws should NOT frighten 

you away from establishing relationships (or from lobbying)! 
 
 

The Chart below helps to contrast the two types of efforts. 
 

*Developed by the Michigan Council for Maternal Child Health 

 Lobbying     
Involves communication with policy makers to  
Influence particular action or inaction on a 
specific piece of legislation or administrative 
action, pending or proposed. 
 

  I 
 What  
Specific legislation (e.g. regarding prenatal care, 
immunization, adolescent health etc.) or 
administrative action proposed or pending before 
the executive branch, legislative or local 
policymaking body. 
   

  I 
 How 
Discussing with the policy maker the positive 
and negative effects of voting a certain way on a 
specific piece of legislation or administrative 
action. 
 

  I 
 
 Expected Outcomes 
The desired passage or failure of legislation by a 
policy-making body, furthering the issues of 
concern to your organization. 
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Advocacy 
Involves the general education of community, 
business, and elected policy makers on issues 
and community sentiment, not tied to particular 
legislation. 
 

   I 
  What  
Information on issues of concern to you or your 
organization (e.g. education, infant and child 
health) and the building of relationships to insure 
the prioritization of those issues, in the policy 
making process. 
 

   I 
  How 
Including the policy maker in educational 
programs such as site visits in order to increase 
his or her awareness of the impact of the issues 
on their constituents. This involves an extended 
period of time to build a lasting relationship with 
the policy maker. 
 

   I 
 Expected Outcomes 
The development of relationships with policy 
makers that will simultaneously educate the 
policy maker and provide a valuable resource to 
the organization and community as a whole. 

/ 
 
 

Common Objectives 
Advocacy and lobbying together can produce 
more educated and pro-active policy makers 
within the community.  Issues of concern to 
you and your organization will be 
represented in both the agendas of elected 
officials and the legislation passing through 
the state and local governments.  


